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What would you do if your parents couldn’t buy you toys? You would make them! A galimoto is a toy car that children make 
throughout Africa. A galimoto is often made from wire, scraps of metal, cornstalks, bamboo sticks, and bottle caps that children 
collect. Galimoto is a word in the Chichewa language, which people in Malawi speak. It comes from the English word that means 
“motor car.” Children in Malawi also make all kinds of other toys from materials they find in the environment.

Try It Yourself
You might want to try to make a galimoto from pipe cleaners. Can you make a car? What about a monkey or a chameleon? 
What other toys can you make from objects you find in the recycle bin?

For more information about Shana Burg and Laugh with the Moon, please go to www.shanaburg.com. To download a PDF 
file for this handout or the educator guide for Shana’s book, please go to www.shanaburg.com/educators.

Additional Resources:
A teacher guide for the picture book Galimoto by Karen Lynn Willilams: http://www.karenlynnwilliams.com/files/galimoto_guide.pdf
A collection of self-made toys from around the world: http://pinterest.com/mmofraghana/galimoto-self-made-toys


